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0 P 161359Z MAY 80 ARGENTINA PROJECT (S200000044) 

FM" AMEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES U.S. DEPT. OF STATE, A/RPS/IPS 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 53 8 9 Margaret P. Grafeld, Director 

INFO AMEMBASSY SANTIAGO PRIORITY <*“0 Release ( ) Excise ( )Denv 

Exemptionfe): y 

BUENOS AIRES 4 089 Declassify: ( )"ln Pan ~ 

() Classify as_ ( >£xtendas_ ( )Dowi 

E.O. 12065: XDS-4 5/16/00 (CASTRO, RAUL H.) OR-M Dzte_ Declassify^ 

TAGS: AR, SHUM, PINT, PGOV, PBOR .taew, _ 

SUBJECT: HUMAN RIGHTS, BEAGLE AFFAIR, PRESIDENCY, ETC. 

DISCUSSED BY GENERAL VIOLA 


1. ENTIRE TEXT. 

2. AT MY REQUEST, I MET LAST EVENING (MAY 15) WITH (RETIRED) 
GENERAL ROBERTO VIOLA AT A DOWNTOWN BUENOS AIRES OFFICE. PURPOSE 
OF MY MEETING WAS TO OBTAIN GENERAL VIOLA'S IMPRESSIONS OF 
CURRENT GOA PROBLEMS BEFORE MY DEPARTURE FOR CONUS TONIGHT. 


3. WE MET ALONE AT 19:30 HOURS. HE APPEARED QUITE RELAXED, 
EXUBERANT AND IN A TALKING MOOD. AT THIS MOMENT, VIOLA CONTINUES 
TO BE THE LEADING PRESIDENTIAL CONTENDER. HE ACTED AS IF THOUGH 
HE HAD PRESIDENTIAL POWER, GIVING IMPRESSION HE WAS A "WINNER." 
HE HAD A SCOTCH, I HAD A COFFEE. TOPICS -DISCUSSED FOLLOW: 

1. HUMAN RIGHTS: I HANDED HIM A LIST OF NINE PERSONS ARRESTED 
AND SUPPOSEEDLY DISAPPEARED IN THE ROSARIO AREA ON MAY 7 . WHEN 
E TOLD HIM THE KIDNAPPING TOOK PLACE ON MAY 7, HE APPEARED 
STUNNED . HIS WORDS WERE "I CAN'T BELIEVE IT. THIS CAN'T BE TRUE. 
[HERE'S MORE TO THIS THAN MEETS THE EYE." HE IMMEDIATELY CALLED 
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[IS AIDE, MAJOR TORRES, AND INSTRUCTED HIM TO IMMEDIATELY 
[ET ON THE CASE AND ATTEMPT TO GET INFORMATION FOR ME BEFORE 
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MY DEPARTURE TONIGHT. HE TOLD MAJOR TORRES TO CONTACT COLONEL 
PINO IMMEDIATELY AND GET THE FACTS. MAJOR TORRES STATED THERE 
WERE NO RUMORS IN OMANDO (GOA PENTAGO, ) ABOUT ANY 
ACTIVITY IN ROSARIO. HE SAID NORMALLY WHEN AN OPERATION OF 
THIS NATURE WOULD TAKE PLACE, IT WOULD BE KNOWN IN AN 
INSTANT WITHIN THE COMANDO . THE NINE PERSONS SUPPOSEDLY 
SEQUESTERED ARE: FRANCISCO PENA, GRACIELA GONZALES, NICOLAS 
CRISTOFARO, "BABY" PENA, MARCELO PENA, FNU TARQUINI , LEON 
BERDYCHEVSKY, ALICIA GEROSA AND FERNANDO MARIO SANFILIPPE 
WERE ARRESTED ON MAY 11. 

5. BEAGLE CHANNEL MATTER: I THEN ASKED VIOLA "WHAT IS THE 
STATUS OF THE BEAGLE CHANNEL AFFAIR." HE STATED THERE 
WAS NOTHING TO BE ALARMED ABOUT. VIOLA STATED, IN HIS 
OPINION, THERE WERE NO MANIFESTATIONS OR INDICATIONS THAT 
PAPAL MEDIATION EFFORTS WEREN'T MOVING PROPERLY. HE WAS 
QUITE EMPHATIC IN STATING NO ONE KNOW OF THE POPE'S THINKING 
ON THE BEAGLE MATTER, THEREFORE, THERE WAS NO REASON FOR 
"DOUBTING TOMS" TO CIRCULATE UNWARRANTED RUMORS. VIOLA 
EXPRESSED FULL CONFIDENCE IN THE POPE'S ABILITY TO COME 
OUT WITH A SOLOMONIC RECOMMENDATION. VIOLA STATED BOTH 
COUNTRIES HAD PRESENTED THEIR POSITIONS, WHICH AT THIS 
MOMENT ARE QUITE FIXED FOR NEGOTIATION PURPOSES. THEY 
ARE MILES APART, BUT NOW THE POPE WILL START NARROWING 
THE ISSUES. I ASKED ABOUT HIS SOURCE OF INFORMATION. HE 
REPLIED HE HAD TALKED TO THE POPE'S ENVOY TO ARGENTINA, PIO 
LAGHI. VIOLA EXPLAINED BOTH COUNTRIES HAD ITS SHARE OF 
RUMOR MONGERS, WHO WANTED BLOOD . HE WAS MOST CONFIDENT IN 
THAT THE BEAGLE AFFAIR WOULD BE SETTLED PEACEFULLY. I THEN 
ASKED HIM ABOUT A MUCH TALKED ABOUT PLEBISCITE TAKING PLACE 
IN CHILE AND ARGENTINA. VIOLA STATED IT WAS A CHILEAN PLOY 
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CO ATTEMPT TO TAKE THE HEAT OFF PINOCHET. VIOLA RAISED HIS 
IOICE AND SAID: "CHILE NEEDS A PLEBISCITE. I WON'T QUARREL 
JITH THAT MANEUVER. ARGENTINA DOESN'T NEED A PLEBISCITE. WE 
)ON'T HAVE TO ABDICATE OUR DECISION-MAKING ROLE AND PASS 
THE BUCK TO THE PUBLIC." VIOLA FURTHER EXPLAINED A 
PLEBISCITE HAS GREAT RISKS. IT ITSELF TO MANIPULATIONS 
:ND FRAUD BY A GOVERNMENT AND HE WANTED NO PART OF IT. 

:. PRESIDENTIAL SUCCESSION: I ASKED VIOLA ABOUT HIS CHANCES 
N BEING ARGENTINA'S NEXT PRESIDENT. HE SMILED AND SAID 
YOU DO ASK DIRECT QUESTIONS." I REPLIED IF I DIDN'T ASK 
. QUESTION I WOULD NEVER GET AN ANSWER. GENERAL VIOLA TOLD ME 
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WHEN I MET WITH HIM AT AN "ASADO, " APRIL 27, 1980, AT SAN 
ANTONIO DE ARECO, HE WAS SERIOUSLY CONCERNED ABOUT HIS 
CHANCES. (SEE B . A . 3486) . HE REMINDED ME ABOUT HIS STATING 
GENERAL GALT I ER I COULD VERY WELL BE THE NEXT PRESIDENT. 

VIOLA, AT THIS POINT, - WAS ALL SMILES AS HE TOLD ME HE HAD 
BEEN WORKING ON THE TROOPS AND HIS CHANCES ARE MUCH BETTER 
THAN WHAT HE HAD ANTICIPATED. HE SAID IF ONE CHOSE TEN 
POINTS TO BE MAXIMUM, HIS READING NOW WOULD BE EIGHT TO 
NINE POINTS. HE EXPLAINED AT THE SAN ANTONIO DE ARECO "ASADO" 
HIS CHANCES STOOD AT FIVE POINTS. VIOLA BY NOW WAS REALLY 
FEELING HIS OATS AS HE EXPRESSED FULL CONFIDENCE HE WOULD 
BE THE NEXT PRESIDENT. HE DOWN-GRADED THE NAVY'S EFFORTS 
TO' SCUTTLE HIS CHANCES. VIOLA EXPLAINED ADMIRAL LAMBRUSCHINI 
WAS AN HONORABLE PERSON AND A FRIEND. HE FELT IN THE LONG 
RUN HE WOULD GET HIS SUPPORT. STILL IN A JOVIAL MOOD, VIOLA 
STATED THE AF IS ALWAYS UP IN THE AIR, BUT THEY WILL BE 
FORCED TO LAND IN AN ARMY BASE. 


BANKING CRISIS: VIOLA TOOK THE VIEW THAT THE RECENT 
BANKING CRISIS WOULD HAVE BEEN AVOIDED HAD MORE SUBTLE 
TACTICS BEEN EMPLOYED. HIS APPROACH WAS THAT THE WHOLE 
MATTER WAS NOW "FAIT ACCOMPLI." THERE WAS NO NEED TO CRY 
ABOUT SPILT MILK. VIOLA EXPLAINED THERE WOULD BE CONTINUITY 
IN THE ECONOMIC FRONT FOR YEARS TO COME. HE MADE IT CLEAR 
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IHERE WOULD BE PROBABLY CHANGE OF FACES, WITH MINOR 
MODIFICATIONS IN THE APPROACH, BUT THE MAIN THRUST WOULD 
3E THE SAME. 

3. GOA PARTICIPATION IN POSSIBLE BOLIVIAN COUP: GENERAL 

/I OLA DISCLAIMED ANY GOA EFFORT IN POSSIBLE BOLIVIAN COUPE EXPLAINED POSSIBILITY 
OF SOME OF GOA'S MILGROUP PERSONNEL 

COULD MAKE UNAUTHORIZED STATEMENTS. VIOLA'S VIEW OF THESE 
STATEMENTS COULD BE MADE TO PERHAPS IMPRESS BOLIVIAN 
MILITARY, BUT AUTHENTICITY AS TO TRUTH WOULD BE NIL. VIOLA 
1ENTIONED HE STAYED CURRENT ON ARMY ACTIVITIES BY TALKING 
CO GENERAL GALTIERI, ARMY COMMANDER, AND GENERAL VAQUERO, 

CHIEF OF STAFF. 

i. NUCLEAR: VIOLA EXPRESSED SERIOUS CONCERN OVER EXISTING 
(ISUNDERSTANDINGS BETWEEN CNEA AND STATE DEPARTMENT OVER 
IUCLEAR MATTERS. HE HOPED THESE MATTERS COULD BE RESOLVED 
:OON, AS THEY WERE AN IRRITANT TO RELATIONS. 

ASTRO 
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